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Cortona, town and episcopal see, Italy, in the province of Arczzo, on the e. side of the Val di Chiana. The town is still, for the most part, surrounded by the ancient Etruscan walls; it has a museum of Etruscan antiquities, a cathedral, and several ancient churches with pictures by Luca Signorelli, Fra Angelico, Pietro da Cortona, and others. Cortona, formerly one of the leading cities of the Etruscans, was subjugated by Rome about 309 B.C.; p. 29,659.

Corumba, town, Brazil, in the state of Matto Grasso, on the w. bank of the Paraguay River. The Brazilian naval arsenal, La-dario, stands on the opposite side of the river; p. 30,385.

Cortma, province, Spain, in the n.w. part, with an area of 3,051 sq. m. Its extent of indented coast on the Atlantic affords numerous fine fiord-like harbors. Fisheries are important and profitable, and food-preserving for export is carried on; p. 719,960.

Coruna, known to British sailors as THE GROYNE, city and seaport, Spain, capital of the province of Coruna. The harbor is deep and safe, and there is a large export trade; p. 68,188.

Coruna is of Iberian origin and corresponds to the Roman Brigantium. From here the Great Armada sailed for England in 1588. The place was besieged and partly sacked by the English in 1598; off the coast the French were defeated by the English fleet in 1747, and again in 1805; in the neighborhood the British, under Sir John Moore, in 1809 repulsed the French, at which time Sir John lost his life. In 1823 the city was occupied by the French.

Corundum, a non-metallic, mineral consisting of alumina, (ALOa). It is the second hardest mineral known, and occurs in barrel-shaped hexagonal crystals and also in compact granular and lamellar masses. Transparent crystalline varieties are valuable as gem stones. Opaque granular corundum mixed with hematite or magnetite is known as emery. The principal demand for emery and corundum is for the grinding of optical glass, for which artificial abrasives cannot be substituted, The greater part used in the United States is imported.

Corvaliis, city, Oregon, county seat of Benton co., on the Willamette River; the seat of the Oregon Agricultural College. The chief manufactures are lumber, furniture, and flour; p. 8,392-

Corvee, a system of compulsory labor exacted from feudal inferiors, which from the
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Middle Ages onwards was more or less prevalent throughout Central Europe. The demand for arbitrary corvee by the feudal lords of Germany, in the i$th and i6th centuries, led directly to the outbreak of the Peasants' War of 1525. In Mecklenburg, obligations of this kind endured to near the middle of the igth century; as they also did in Denmark, Rou-mania and Russia. In Egypt the Nile barrage, some twelve m. above Cairo, was built by corvee labor, and year by year the canals in connection with it were cleaned out by cor-vees of 20,000 men; but under British rule corvee was finally abolished in 1891.

It is from the institution as it existed fii France before the revolution that the name Corvee is specifically derived, but it was finally and definitely abolished on Aug. 4, 1789.

Consult Fustel de Coulange's Histoire des institutions politiques de Vancienne France.

Corvey, a famous Benedictine abbey in Germany, on the banks of the Weser, near Hoxter. It was founded about 822 by Louis the Pious, its first inmates being monks from Corbie in Picardy. Directly under the Pope until 1793, it was converted into a bishopric by Pius vj. It was secularized in 1803, and was successively ceded to Nassau Orange, to Westphalia, 1807, and to Prussia, 1815.

Corvidae, a large, widely distributed family of birds, which includes crows, ravens, magpies, and choughs.

Corvo, the most northern and smallest of the Azores; 12 m. n. of Flores; p.about 750.

Corvus, Marcus Valerius, (c. 371-271 B.C.), Roman general, was twice dictator of Rome, and six times consul. He defeated the Gauls, the Volsci, the Samnites, the Etruscans, and the Marsi. He is said to have won his surname Corvus, 'Raven,' from the fact that in 349, by the aid of a raven which flew at his foe's face, he slew a huge Gaul.

Corwin, Edward Tanjore, (1834-1914), American clergyman, and historian of the Reformed Dutch Church, was born in New York city, he published Manual of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church in North America, 1859-1902, and History of the Reformed Church, Dutch, in America, 1895.

Corwin, Thomas (1794-1865), American political leader and orator, was born in Bourbon co., Ky.; became governor of Ohio, a member of the U. S. Senate, Secretary of the U. S. Treasury in 1850-3, and wasU. S. minister to Mexico during the Civil War. Consult Morrow's Life and Speeches of Thomas Coruuin, and Russell's Thomas Corwin.
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